The diuretic activity of concentrated ethanolic extract of Aerva lanata (Linn) & Aerva tomentosa Forsk on healthy albino rats were studied with frusemide as reference drug. The urine output increased with concentrated ethanolic extract of Aerva lanata only. In this case the level of electrolytes in urine also increased. But the diuretic activity was mild as compared to frusemide.
INTRODUCTION
Aerva lanata (Linn) ex Schult and Aerva tomentosa both belong to family Amaranthaceae .Aerva lanata is an erect or prostate, hoary tomentose herb found throughout tropical India 1 while Aerva tomentosa is a suffruticose, hoary-tomentose found mainly in Punjab and Rajasthan 2, 3 .The flowering time of Aerva species is August to October. According to Ayurveda, the plant is diuretic and useful in lithiasis. The herb is also anthelmintic, demulcent and used in strangury. The traditional healers of Chattisgarh use Aerva in treatment of joint pains externally with other herbs. The flowers are also used for removal of kidney stones and in gonorrhea .The ethanolic extract of aerial parts of both species has been studied for its diuretic activity. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Both
ACUTE TOXICITY:
The concentrated extracts were subjected to toxicity studies by standard method using propylene glycol as solvent. It was found that up to 300 mg/kg dose range of the concentrated form was non-toxic when administered intraperitoneally
Pages 66 -68
DIURETIC ACTIVITY
The concentrated ethanolic extracts were evaluated for the diuretic activity according to the method of Lipschitz et.a (1943) .Albino rats of either sex were deprived of food and water 18 Hrs.prior to the experiment & and were divided into six groups of six each. All animals were hydrated with normal saline at a dose of 25ml/Kg orally. One group served as control while the other five groups received either the standard drug frusemide (20mg/Kg) or the test concentrate of Aerva species (200 & 300 mg/kg) intraperitoneally after 30 minutes of saline administration. The animals were kept in metabolic cages specially designed to collect urine and retain faeces. The volume of urine collected was measured at the end of 6 Hrs. The Na + and K + ion concentration in the urine samples was determined using Flame Photometer (Elico). The Cl¯ ion concentration was found by titration of samples with 0.02 N AgNO 3 using 5 percent Potassium chromate solution as indicator. The results obtained were compared with the control and analysed by Student's 't' test.
CONCLUSION
The concentrated alcoholic extract of Aerva lanata showed significant increase in volume of urine output, urinary sodium, potassium and chloride levels. The diuretic activity was only found in alcoholic extract of Aerva lanata not in Aerva tomentosa as compared to standard diuretic drug fruseamide. 
